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“Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones forever.  Arise, O 
God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you.” 
  
Year A 
Reading 1 – I Kings 19:9a, 11-13a 
Resp. Psalm 85 – Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
Reading 2 – Romans 9: 1-5 
Gospel – Matthew 14: 22-33 
  
  
  
Homily for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, how many times in our lives, as we are facing an important 
decision, have asked God for some kind of a sign as to what direction to take.  I remember back 
before I became a priest, I asked God again and again for some sort of sign that going to the 
seminary was the right decision to make.  Is this really what you want me to do?  I know that 
we when ask God these questions, we want and expect some kind of definitive answer to be 
given to us that would tell us beyond any doubt that this is what we are supposed to be 
doing.  We want God to send our own personal lightening bolt to come down and give 
us the answer.  Sometimes we do get an answer like that from God.  It is very clear which 
direction our Lord wants us to take.  Sometimes it is a bit more subtle.  Sometimes we have to 
listen much more carefully. 
  
In our first reading we hear about the prophet Elijah.  He was in a cave waiting for God to pass 
by.  As he was waiting there were many great and magnificent signs that were taking place all 
around him, the thunder and lightning, the great wind and fire, but that is not where God was 
speaking to him from, it was in the still small whisper of the wind.  It was not where Elijah was 
expecting to find God’s voice.  When we are waiting for God’s voice, we have to look all around 
and pay attention to everything.  God may be whispering to us in the gentle breeze, he may be 
speaking to us through someone holding the door open for us as we arrive at the grocery store, 
or in the smile that someone gives us as we sit down on the bus or in the smile of an infant. 
  
As I was discerning God spoke to me through many different people, encouraging me along the 
steps that brought me to the seminary.  I got the answer that I was seeking by having obstacles 
that I thought that would keep me from entering removed.  As is often said, everything just fell 
into place.  These were clear signs to me that this was the direction for me to pursue.  God not 
only spoke gently through the events around me, but also through the vocal support of others. 
  



God will indeed always answer our prayers and our requests.  He will always give us guidance as 
we follow his will for us in our lives, we just have to take time to slow down and listen and to be 
open to listening for God in places that we would not ordinarily expect. 
  
How is God speaking to us now?  How is he calling for us to give him our attention and 
listen?  How many of us have asked God to give us direction in our lives or have asked for some 
sort of sign?  God is now speaking to us.  He is calling for us to give him our attention and for 
many he is giving them a direct answer.  What is he saying?  What does he want us to 
do?  Many times, through history great plagues and pandemics have called people to 
conversion and to stop focusing on their own selfishness and to look outward to our brothers 
and sisters.  During this time of COVID19, how is God calling us to conversion today?  Let us 
listen to God’s voice, no matter how loud our quiet his words may be and listen to him. 
 


