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“All peoples, clap your hands.  Cry to God with shouts of joy!” 
 
Year A 
Reading 1 – 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a 
Resp. Psalm 89 – Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
Reading 2 – Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11 
Gospel – Matthew 10:37-42 
 
 

Homily for the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as we gather together this weekend, we 

learn about discipleship.  What does it mean to be a member of the body of 

Christ?  What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?  Now, this is not a trick 

question.  The answer is not complicated, and I am sure that we already know 

what the answer is.  We may not like what the answer is, or we may not want 

to fully submit to what is asked, but it is something that we should always 

work towards. 

 

Being a disciple of Jesus means that we are willing to follow Jesus fully and to 

give our lives to the same degree that he gave his life for us.  Now, if we 

remember, Jesus gave everything for us.  He gave his life for us.  We know that 

there is no greater love that one can have for another than to give his life for a 

friend.  Jesus gave his life for us.  As disciples we are expected to do the same. 

 



If we really think about this, Jesus is asking a lot of us.  To be fair, we often ask 

a lot of Him, so it is only right that we give just as much back.  Now, it is easy 

to simply say, yes, I will give you my entire life, Lord.  How many times have 

we said this?  I remember saying to Jesus, I give you everything, many times in 

my own life, often before knowing that giving everything to Jesus means 

giving EVERYTHING.  Sometimes we forget that.  Or, we want to give 

everything, but don’t have the strength or courage to let go.  Maybe we want 

to give everything, except for this one thing that I want to hold on to myself.  

Maybe there is even more than just one thing that we hold on to.  Selfishness 

runs deep in the human heart. 

 

Jesus talks to his apostles today about what it means to be a disciple.  He tells 

them that whoever loves their mother or father more than me is not worthy of 

me.  Whoever loves a son or a daughter more than me, is not worthy of me.  

Whoever does not leave everything behind, is not worthy of me.  Okay, I added 

this last part.  Now, Jesus is not saying that we have to leave behind our 

parents and siblings and go off on our own with only Jesus.  We know that we 

cannot live alone, that is why God created a partner for Adam in the garden.  

That is why we belong to a family, a church, a group of people that we call our 

own.  Yet, we can let nothing stop us from loving God and following Jesus 

wherever he may lead us and sometimes he does lead us away from our 

parents or siblings or others in our lives that are no healthy for us.  We have to 

be willing to follow and give up everything. 

 

As we continue to grow in our discipleship, what is something in your life 

right now that you need to leave behind so that you can follow Jesus more 



freely and fully.  What do you need to leave behind to be a better disciple?  

Open your heart to our Lord and let him show you what that might be and 

then give to the strength to let it go. 


